
PROPAGANDAPROPAGANDA

HOW DESIGN SHAPES PERCEPTIONHOW DESIGN SHAPES PERCEPTION

examples

THE IMPACT ON SOCIETY

A lot of the most effectiveA lot of the most effective

propaganda is quiet, it’s subtle.propaganda is quiet, it’s subtle.

You want to embed displays ofYou want to embed displays of

power in the nationalpower in the national

subconscious without callingsubconscious without calling

any attention to it."any attention to it."

                - Design Theory- Design Theory

Techniques by Designers and Architects

BEYOND THE FLASHY STUFF
Propaganda thrives whenPropaganda thrives when

it’s mundane. When weit’s mundane. When we

think of propaganda, warthink of propaganda, war

and lies might come toand lies might come to

mind, but it’s often subtlemind, but it’s often subtle

(Second thought, 2023)(Second thought, 2023)

“News media, social media“News media, social media

posts, political ads, andposts, political ads, and

even architecture oreven architecture or

design in public spaces aredesign in public spaces are

used subtly to shapeused subtly to shape

opinions and beliefs” -opinions and beliefs” -

Design TheoryDesign Theory

Use of color

psychology, symbolism,

slogans, and imagery to

evoke emotional

responses

 Colors: Bold to evoke

patriotism or urgency

Imagery: Familiar symbols

for trust or fear

Language: Emotionally

charged words over

factual ones

DEFINITION techniquesPURPOSE

Propaganda is the spreadPropaganda is the spread

of ideas to influenceof ideas to influence

public opinion. It’s often topublic opinion. It’s often to

support a specificsupport a specific

political group or causepolitical group or cause
(Edward Bernays, “Propaganda” (Design Theory, 2024)

Advertising is meant toAdvertising is meant to

influence what you buy.influence what you buy.

Propaganda is meant toPropaganda is meant to

influence what you thinkinfluence what you think

Advertising andAdvertising and

propaganda use thepropaganda use the

same techniquessame techniques

(Edward Bernays, “Propaganda” (Design Theory, 2024)
(Edward Bernays, “Propaganda” (Design Theory, 2024)

WHAT IS PROPAGANDA?

Social Influence:

Subtle propaganda shapes views on politics,

community values, and norms.

Significance:

Quietly embeds influence in society, often

unnoticed.

Recognition Challenges:

Hard to identify, especially in tense

political climates.

THE INFLUENCE OFTHE INFLUENCE OF

IN EVERYDAY LIFEIN EVERYDAY LIFE

TIPS FOR SPOTTING PROPAGANDA

Ask Critical Questions:

Who benefits from this message?

What emotional response is it trying to

trigger?

is the source credible?

Verify Information:

Seek information from diverse, credible

sources.

Fact-check against well-known, reliable

outlets.

Propaganda shapes everydayPropaganda shapes everyday

media; awareness is key tomedia; awareness is key to

protecting personal views.protecting personal views.
design theory - https://youtu.be/9h2Z0I2jxRU?si=vjKmvwre0sRoulET

second thought - https://youtu.be/dl2fnWIlDZg?si=GFgkbnbbhsqOUFKg
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